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Can Matoaca sudents
solvetheworld’s problems?

By Marcy Horwitz

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Most adults would blanch a trying to
solve the world's problems, but 15 Matoaca
High School teenagers have no such quams.
They were among the 800 young people who
attended the 26th Annua Virginia Model
United Nations Summit held at the University
of Virginialast month.

Model UN is an academic program de-
signed to teach students about contemporary
eventsin international politics. During annual
conferences, participants assume the roles of
delegates from countries al over the world.
Students work in committees as they address
economic and socia issues, internationa
crises, and other smulations taken from the
read world international scene. They debate
and discuss issues with other students in an
attempt to write resolutions. The process
exercises students ability to spesk, write,
research and think critically about the most
pressing issues of the day. It's “education
through smulation.”

Although Modd UN isan academic course
at some high schools, Matoaca runs its pro-
gram as an after-school club. Michag-Jon
Rodney, asocial studiesteacher at Matoaca, is
theclub’sadvisor. Rodney describeshisModel
UN kidsas*“highly motivated.” They’re there
because they want to be.

Student Victoria Todd has wanted to work
in government since she was five years old.
Participating in Model UN activities is help-
ing her toward that goal.

Model UN is “awesome,” says Victoria
“You get to meet amazing people, hone
your public spesking and debate skills,
and learn &bout the governments of
other nationsand theimportance of diplomacy
around theworld.”

Elizabeth Grizzle, who plans to study
abroad during college, agrees. “I like just get-
ting together and meeting new people.”

Callecting co

If 1 get another bright idea about buying
Christmascardsthat aren’t “ready togo,” | am
going to vaporize my credit card before my
other half finds out that | bought yet another
set of cards that need to be stored until next
yesr.
Lastyear | found great card kitswith stickers
and rubber stamps. | found them &fter | found
this year’s (or is it last year’s since | bought
them in January ‘06?)
stashed with my holi-
day decorations. Any-
way, the newest cards
are complete except
for the message inside
which | am going to
emboss — someday.

One of the prob-
lems is that | love a
bargain. The retailers
Bé{t things on sde

ore the holidays,
but the few things that
are left on the shelves
in January are amost

iveaways. So | buy
them knowing that | have an entire year to fix,
paint or craft them before | need them.

But, | just collect so much better than |
“do.” Take knitting for example. | have three
skeins of fancy yarn with little fluffs coming
off the strand waiting for me to learn how to
turn askein into ascarf.

Just about every female | know haslearned
toknit. | want to know how toknit. | just don’t

Loose Ends
Susan Nienow

Elli Morris/Chesterfield Observer

Matoaca High School students in-
cluding (from left) Lachelle Henderson,
Lauren Rotsted, Chris Purdin, Tori Todd,
Jennifer Tedder, Dwayne Whitt and
Casey Brazil (podium) practice for an
upcoming Model United Nations confer-
ence.

Sociad opportunities aside, there's hard
work to be done during the conferences. Just
asin the real world, committee meetings can
drag on and on—somefor aslong as 10 hours.
Both girls say the schedule can betiring. Still,
both plan to continue to participate.

That's good news, because Matoaca's
Model UN students will attend the regional
High School Model UN conference in Febru-
ary at Old Dominion University. The Matoaca
teensareaready raising fundsfor registration,
travel and hotel fees by selling soft drinks and
running other fundrai sers.

Principal Stephen Cunningham is proud of
the Matoaca Model UN team, and supports
the program fully. Model UN is valuable,
he says, “because it requires students to take
learning outside of the classroom and actually
apply it inrea situations. Also, it puts students
in adifferent setting so thet they interact with
students from other schools and share ideas
and experience adifferent culturein that sense
—not to mention the value of the research that
they do prior to going.”

lections

want to take timeto learn how to knit. It isthe
latest in crafts to sweep the nation. All | have
to do is ask someone to teach me, or take a
class, or watch the knitting show on TV. None
of that is happening, so | am looking for an
aternative use for tufted yarn.

| successfully dodged the whole scrapbook-
ing craze. Not that | wouldn't love to have a
shelf full of wonderful creative scrapbooks
of the kids and our family. But, | only got as
far as collecting those fancy scissorsto create
curved corners and wavy edges. | can now cut
my coupons with waves, ripples or perforated
edges.

Even before | took a jewelry-making class
— my other half reminds me that it was one
afternoon and not a semester — | was collect-
ing beads and things made of beads that |
could take agpart. | could make key chains and
bracelets for al of the women in my zip code
with the beads | have collected.

Only a few of these beads were actualy
sdected for a specific project. That means
that | look at my collection and say, “What
can | make out of these?’ So | have beaded
bracelets, watch bands and necklaces that |
will never wear because the beads are cheap
(hey, those beads were free), they are colors|
never wear, or they look homemade —fine for
cookies but not for bracel ets.

My other haf has asked me to seriously
consder collecting things that cost little but
increase in value instead of choosing things
that have little or no value in the first place
and then take up valuable storage space.

Paid Advertisement

How to Buy a Home
with No M oney Down

Richmond, Va. - A new home own-
ership program allows qualified buyers
to buy a home with absolutely no down
payment.

You may have owned a home before
and are presently renting, or maybe you
are afirst time homebuyer and need a
way to break into the housing market
but held back because you thought
you required a $10,000, $20,000 or
even more for a down payment. Well,
regardless of your present situation,
if you want to get into, or re-enter
the housing market without having to
make a cash down payment, then this
new program may be just what you're
looking for. Why pay your landlord’'s
mortgage when you can be building
your own equity?

Industry insiders have prepared a
new special report entitled, “How to
Buy a Home with Zero Down,” which
reveals how this new and innovative
program can get you into the housing
market immediately and with
absolutely no down payment.

For pre-recorded information about
how to order your FREE report, call
1-800-836-9740 and enter ID# 1018.

Call anytime, 24 hours aday, 7 days
aweek, and discover how to you can
get into the housing market NOW and
with ABSOLUTELY NO DOWN
PAYMENT.

This report is courtesy of TDWT/Remax Commonwealth Group. Not
intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright ©1998.

DO PEOPLE WITH THE
SAME SYMPTOMS ALL

NEED THE SAME TREATMENT?

People with similar symptoms can have remarkably
different underlying causes and require completely
different care programs and treatment methods.

For example, 3 people with similar migraine
headache symptoms:

« Person #1 may need neurologic balancing

+ Person #2 may need a detox and biochemical
balancing program

+ Person #3 may need both or something
completely different.

Your Board Certified Chiropractic Neurologist and
Functional Medicine practitioner has the skills to help
you identify your unique requirements. Since we are all
exactly different, don’t you deserve an approach that
recognizes your individual needs?

If you think that you could benefit from feeling better,
escaping pain, having more energy and attaining fuller
health than call today to find out how we can help you
achieve your health goals. Experience the difference a
comprehensive, safe and natural approach can make.

No-cost telephone consultations available...just give
me a call!

Taking Health Care To The Next Level...Naturally!

Mark Smith, DC, DABCN
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Chiropractic Neurologist

13549 Midlothian Tnpk.
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 897-9194

Dr. Mark Smith

Your Natural Health Care Expert
29th Year in Practice
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* 24 Hour Care
¢ 3 Levels of Care

* Full Activity Schedule
* Small Pets Welcome

* Scheduled Bus Trips

A& * Medication Monitoring

e — * Family Style Dining Room
m * Respite and Permanent Stays

Outlook Pointe of Chesterfield Assisted Living

1000 Twinridge Lane | Richmond, VA 23235 | 804.327.1990

Helping businesses

Do business

Every Business
Needs a Web Site...

We Secialize in Web Ste Devel opment

and E-commerce Services
Give us a call today!

Start Your
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804.545.7503

1659 E. Oak Lake Blvd., Midlothian, VA 23112
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I'n business since 1995 with over 25 yearsof graphic design & marketing experience.



