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 As a sparse crowd of about 30 people 
looked on, the fi ve candidates running for 
the Dale District School Board seat answered 
questions about the most pressing issues in 
Chesterfi eld County schools during a Candi-
dates Forum at Meadowbrook High School 
last week. Co-sponsored by the Chesterfi eld 
County Council of PTAs/PTSAs, the Ches-
terfi eld County Chamber of Commerce, the 
Responsible Growth Alliance of Chesterfi eld 
and the Meadowbrook Community Council, 
panelists from each of these groups and oth-
ers asked candidates a series of questions on 
topics such as overcrowded classrooms, the 
possibility of a 12-month school year and 
increasing funding for educational initiatives.
 Each candidate was given a list of the 
questions prior to 
the event, and forum 
rules prevented much 
interaction between 
the candidates. 
 The questioning 
began with an in-
quiry about how each 
candidate planned 
to address the large 
number of trailers 
being used as class-
rooms at county schools. David Wyman, who 
has been endorsed by the Chesterfi eld Repub-
lican Party, said his prior work experience 
as an international fi nancial executive with 
Texas Instruments and Invensys means he’s 
comfortable dealing with capacity issues. 
 But, he said since the school system is 
adding about 1,000 new students each year, 
Chesterfi eld County Public Schools’ current 
plan to build four new elementary and middle 
schools in the Ber-
muda and Matoaca 
districts “will afford 
us limited gain.” 
 Candidate Jim 
Holland, a certifi ed 
public accountant and 
adjunct professor with 
Virginia Common-
wealth University and 
J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College, 
said he’d address overcrowding in three ways: 
by redistricting, building additions on existing 
schools and constructing new schools.
 “We know we are growing, but that should 
not be an excuse,” added candidate Janet Ste-
phens, who works as a teacher with Richmond 
City Public Schools. 
 Candidates applauded the recent redis-
tricting effort for elementary schools in the 
Bermuda District, saying they felt the School 
Board had done a good job involving the 
public in the process. 
 The placement of new schools and redis-
tricting can sometimes become marred in 
politics, admitted some candidates. “Political 
parties should get out of the school system,” 
said candidate Arthur 
Maxwell, Jr., who 
is retired from the 
military and owns a 
real estate company 
with his wife. 
 Candidates were 
less specifi c on how 
to secure funding 
for schools, since 
the school system 
is dependent on the 
Chesterfi eld Board of Supervisors and state 
and federal sources to fund educational initia-
tives.

 Wyman said the School Board must work 
closely with the Board of Supervisors and the 
superintendent. 
 “You’ve got to go to all sources,” said Hol-
land, adding that he’d work with both state 
and federal legislators and agencies to bring 
in additional funding for schools. 
 “We need to not only ask, but insist,” said 
Stephens. 
 The responses of all fi ve candidates were 
tepid when asked about extending the school 
year to 12-months. Wyman said the com-
munity hasn’t been supportive of year-round 
school plans in the past due to vacations and 
other summertime endeavors. 
 “I believe in the benefi ts, but if I can’t 
convince my wife of the change, then I doubt 
I can convince the community,” he said. 
 Verena McCall, who is currently fi lling the 
Dale District seat as an interim School Board 
member until the election on Nov. 7, agreed 
with Wyman. “It’s not going to be one of the 
initiatives we can sell 
to our county at this 
time,” she said. 
 All candidates said 
they were in favor of 
tweaking school start 
times for elementary 
and high school stu-
dents. Studies have 
shown high school 
students perform 
better when they start 
classes later in the morning while elementary 
school students show improvements when 
they begin earlier. Holland proposes studying 
the issue further while Maxwell said, “It’s 
about time we do it.” 
 “We have to do what’s best for our chil-
dren,” agreed McCall. 
 When asked about the role of the School 
Board in supporting teachers in the classroom, 
Maxwell said, “We should have a No Teacher 
Left Behind program like the No Child Left 
Behind Program. I believe in good pay for 
teachers. You pay for what you get and if you 
pay low, that’s what 
you’ll get.”
 Stephens agreed, 
“Our teachers need to 
be rewarded for what 
they do.”
 When asked what 
are the greatest chal-
lenges facing the 
school system, every 
candidate mentioned 
school safety. Other 
common responses included school over-
crowding and teacher retention. Stephens said 
Chesterfi eld teachers are some of the lowest 
paid in the Richmond metro. “There are quite 
a few [teachers] who came to Richmond, 
because of Chesterfi eld’s salaries,” she said. 
 After the panelists fi nished asking their 
round of questions, the public was invited to 
address the candidates.  Matoaca resident Bob 
Herndon asked the candidates how they felt 
about student clubs related to sexual orienta-
tion such as the Gay Straight Alliance. 
 “It’s an emotional issue,” responded 
Wyman, “but I think the answer is simple: All 
clubs need to conform to county policy.” 
 “We are legally bound to allow certain clubs 
even if we don’t agree with their purpose,” 
said McCall. 
 “If you have it for one, you must have it for 
the other,” added Maxwell. 
 Dale District residents will head to the polls 
to select their new School Board member 
on Nov. 7. The winner will take offi ce im-
mediately, serving the remainder of a term 
left vacant by former School Board member 
Elizabeth Davis, who passed away in June. 
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