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OPINIONS

Republican legidatorshave different
views on transportation funding options

By John Watkins (R — 10th)

VIRGINIA SENATE

Trangportation has been a major focus of
thelegidature for anumber of years. Unfortu-
nately, in spite of the hard work of legidators
from both parties in both houses of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Ithﬁ
commonwealt
ill hasnot adopt- ~ CONMENTARY
ed aplan to ensure
that transportation needs across Virginia are
properly met.

Transportation has become such adominant
issue because it affects the lives of nearly al
Virginians. Many regions of the common-
wedlth are suffering from traffic tie-ups from
early in the morning to late a night. In the
metro Richmond area, traffic is on the rise,
dthough not a mgor problem. However, if
the money to keep up with the additional driv-
ers on theroad is not available, this area will
eventually face the same sort of gridlock that
northern Virginiaand Hampton Roads drivers
experience on a daily basis. Additionally,
more money is needed to keep existing roads
properly maintained and ensure that bridges
are inspected and kept in good repair. | do not
want to see more people in the region need
to teke their cars in for new rims and wheel
alignments because our roads are deteriorat-
ing.

Here are some of the highlights of the cur-
rent plan at the time of thiswriting:

One good point of the plan isthat it avoids
asgnificant tax increase for metro Richmond

By Sam Nixon (R — 27th)

VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Senior Republican lawmakers recently an-
nounced a comprehensive transportation plan
that would give Virginias fastest growing
localitiesmore authority to combat sprawl and
traffic congestion,

rvm Deperime _ COMMENTARY

of Transportation

(VDQT), and inject over $2 hillion into road
construction. The legidation is the result of
a compromise between Senate and House
leaders and breaks new ground on severa
important public policy fronts.

Virginia's robust economy has enabled the
Generd Assembly to substantialy increase
funding for public education, mental heath
and public safety. With thlsplan transportation
joins those other core servicesin becoming a
top priority — a development long overdue. It
accomplishes this objective without enacting
ageneral tax increase on al Virginians.

First, the plan recognizesthat localitiesneed
better tools to better manage growth and con-
trol sprawl. The proposed measures represent
aclear, definitive break from Virginia'scurrent
land usepolicies. For thefastest growing areas
of the state, the plan represents along overdue
modernization of the commonwealth’s
proach to local planning and road building.
Legislation would devolve greater authority
and control over roadswithin their boundaries
to fast growing local governments that par-
ticipate in the program. Obvioudly, land use
reform alone cannot solve our transportation
problems, but it is an important component in
addressing Virginia's transportation needs.

Second, the plan includes common sense
reform measures designed to bring greater
accountability to VDOT. The main compo-
nents include the establishment of congestion
reducing performance goas, greater use of
private sector partnerships, and incressed
accountability and trangparency in spending.
This multifaceted approach will accelerate

drivers. Tax increases are limited to residents
of the areas with the greatest gridlock — north-
ern Virginia and Hampton Roads. This will
protect you from seeing your hard-earned
money being sent to other parts of the state to
solve their locd road problems.

Under the current

plan, the only addi- o

tional fee most local F

resdents would pay I

isa$10 year increase - -

in auto registration

fees. Additionally, a s,
quirk in the law that F—

taxes diesdl fue at

a dightly lower rate

than regular unleaded Watkins

gasoline is resolved
so that both types of fuel aretaxed at the same
rate. Additiona money would come from
the current budget surplus as well as future
surpluses. Finaly, an additional $250 million
from other sources would be dedicated to
transportation each year.

| am troubled that the current plan takes
money from other parts of the budget and
rededicates it to be used for transportation.
If the funds were not used for transportation,
that money would be used for schools, public
safety and health care. | am also troubled that
some of the tax increases being proposed
for northern Virginia and Hampton Roads
include aspecia increasein property tax rates
for commercia red estate. That places an ad-
ditional strain on businesses, especialy small
businesses, in two of the commonwedth's

the process of improving Virginia's network
of roads by achieving measurable and sub-
stantial results for Virginia's commuters and
taxpayers.

Finally, by taking advantage of Virginia's
AAA bond rating, the plan conservatively uses
$2 hillionin additiona transportation funding
statewide through general obligation bonds.
Thiswill jumpstart critical projectsthroughout
the state. In addition, the plan alocates $339
million from the 2006 transportation reserve
fund and dedicates 50
percent of the current
and future budget
surpluses to  trans
portation. Those two
measures  represent
$566 million in new
transportation spend-
ing in this year’s
budget alone.

Recognizing that
Virginids most acute
transportation needs exist in northern Vir-
ginia and Hampton Roads, the plan properly
places the primary financia burden on those
localities. The plan alows loca governments
in those areas, by an affirmative vote of their
governing body, the added flexibility of
raising and retaining additiona revenues for
critical loca road, rail and transit projects. If
every digible Iocdity in the respective re-
gions opted to participate in the plan, northern
Virginia would garner an additional $383
million in additiona transportation fund-
ing annudly, while Hampton Roads would
receive $209 million. This approach will
enable those regions of the state to fund their
needs without diverting road maintenance
and congtruction funding from the metro
Richmond region.

No plan is perfect, but, on balance, this
proposa represents the best opportunity
we' ve seen over the last two years to enact
a comprehensive package to control sprawl,
reform VDOT and jumpstart critica road
building projects.

most economically important aress.

But road maintenance and bridge safety
are not something that can be ignored. The
General Assembly simply cannot continue to
let this issue go unresolved, creating massive
gridlock in coming years.

| expect the proposal will see some real
changes as it proceeds through the legidative
process, and | will only support the fina ver-
sion if it appears to be in your best interest.
| will not su(pport a plan that makes you pay
for the problems of people outside of metro
Richmond.

www.Chesterfiel dObserver.com
(804) 545-7500
Office Hours: 9:00 am. to 5:30 p.m.

P. O. Box 1616, Midlothian, VA 23113
Email: news@chesterfiel dobserver.com
Published: weekly.
Circulation: 45,068, 35,601 copies mailed.
©2007 The Observer, Inc.

Advertising Display: (804) 545-7502

Classified Advertising: (804) 545-7510

Publisher & Editor: Greg Pearson

Assigtant Editor: Donna C. Gregory

Creative Director: Samuel Little

Graphic Designer: Shariq Torres

Advertising Director: Carol LaLiberte

Advertising Sdes: Rick Bolton, Stephanie Doyle,
Joanna Lupo and Tracy Williams

Classified Advertising: Anne Dalton

Accounting: Julie Jmerson

Contributing Writers: Richard Foster, Marcy Horwitz
Betsy McElfresh, Libby McNamee, Susan Nienow,
Shariq Torres and Joan Tupponce

Sports: Lynn Warren

Photographers. Page Dowdy, Elli Morris
Circulation: Brent Armstrong

Pickup locations: McDona ds at 5925 Hopkins Rd «
Eckerd Drug at 4408 W. Hundred Rd. in Chester

* Shoney’s at Bermuda Square Shopping Center ©
John Tyler Community College at 13101 Jeff Davis
Hwy. « Chesterfield County Administration Building
* Chesterfield County Airport « Robious Sports

at 10800 Center View Dr. « CVS at Breckenridge
Shopping Center in Chester » Flagstaff Car Wash

at 11031 Ironbridge Rd. « Aunt Sarah’'s at 6737
Southshore Dr. « La Siesta Mexican Rest. at 9900
Midlothian Tpke * Uno Chicago Bar & Grill at 12211
Jeff Davis & Deer Run Village Shopping Center

* Camille's at 2612 Perdue Springs Rd.  IHOP at
Bermuda Crossings Shopping Center « Iron Bridge
Medica Park at 11601 Iron Bridge Pkwy ¢ Chick-fil-
A, Chattanooga Plaza on Route 360 & Rt. 10 Chester
* Midlothian and Chester YMCAs at 737 Coalfield
Road and 3011 West Hundred Rd. « Chester Perk at
11884 Chester Village Dr. » Brandermill Woods at
14311 Brandermill Woods Tr. « Brickhouse Diner

at 13520 Midlothian Tpke. sMidlothian Apothecary
at 13502 Midlothian Tpke. « Burger King at 4000
River Rd. « People's Bank at 14441 Sommerville

Ct. » Napier Redltors ERA at 14361 Sommerville
Ct.+ Long & Foster kiosk at Chesterfield Towne
Center « Post Offices - Ampthill, Bon Air, Chester,
Chesterfield, Genito & Midlothian « Chesterfield
Libraries- Bon Air, Central, Chester, Clover Hill,
LaPrade, Matoaca, Meadowdale & Midlothian  San
Francisco Bread Co., 2077 Wal-Mart Way ¢ Beef ‘O’

Brady's, 13606 Hull Street Road.

Holiday bills

got you down?
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