Stress, Fatigue and
Weight Gain

Increse your Enegry & Win at
the Losing frend.

Feeling tired, overweight and hurting?

Then make sure you attend this free seminar to learn
how STRESS can cause or aggravate fatigue, weight
gain, arthritis, hormone imbalances, depression,
pain and more. Find out why common weight loss
programs can actually increase your body fat, and
decrease your health while you lose weight.
Learn about the latest non-drug therapies and why
an individualized approach is essential.

If you think that you could benefit from feeling better,
escaping pain, having more energy and attaining fuller
health, then don’t miss this seminar. Experience the
difference that a comprehensive, safe and natural
approach can make.

— When —
Tuesday, February 27th at 7:00 PM
— Where —
Alicia’s Salon and Day Spa
6912 Woodlake Commons Loop
Midlothian, VA 23112
— Who —
Mark Smith, DC, DABCN is a
Board Certified Chiropractic Neurologist
with 29 years experience

Call now to reserve your seat,
and bring a friend

804.608.3270

Don’t miss this special seminar!
2% Mark Smith, DC
Board Certified
Chiropractic Neurologist
M| 13549 Midlothian Tnpk.
= Midlothian, VA 23113
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School budget draws

little interest from public

By Donna C. Gregory

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Even with more than half a hillion dollars
in spending a stake, only four people spoke
during a public hearing last week on the
FY 08 budget for Chesterfield County Public
Schools.

And, mogt of those speakers and their mes-
sages could have been predicted by school
board members. The roster included Lois
Stanton, president of the Chesterfield Educa
tion Association, and county critics Brenda
Stewart and Shelly Schuetz. All threeregularly
speak before the school board during public
comment sessions.

The fourth speaker was county resident
Fred Dumay, who complained about the
school  system’s  proposed nine  percent
increase in spending and how the additional
funding islikely to help drive up the county’s
property tax rate again this year. The In-
crease Is “three and a half times the rate of
inflation,” criticized Dumay before asking the
school board to consider scaling back
its funding request.

Stewart agreed. “We cannot sustain such

rowth rates,” she said, aleging the salary for
the school superintendent has grown by 30
percent over thelast two years
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“Itmay seemlikealot of dollars,” responded
Dianne Pettitt, school board vice chair, later
in the meeting, “but we are trying to be very
diligent of taxpayer dollars.”

Dumay also complained that about 60 per-
cent of county households don’t have children
in the school system and are helping to foot
the hill for those who do by paying higher
property taxes.

In contrast, Stanton maintained that some
critical school needsaretill under- or unfund-
ed, including efforts to lower teacher-student
ratios and to retain high-quality teachers.

Schuetz talked mainly about ways the
county could dea with overcrowded class-
rooms, asking school board members to
consider kindergarten houses and a voucher

system.

Overdl, the proposed FY08 budget totals
morethan $566.5 million, anincrease of $46.3
millionover FY 07. Of that, Chesterfield’scon-
tribution would be $246.2 million, anincrease
of $19.4 million over last year. The balance
comes from federal and state sources.

The school board is expected to vote on
the budget on Feb. 27. For more information,
visit www.chesterfield.k12.va.us and click on

“Proposed Budget.”
see SCHOOL BOARD, page 13

Page Dowdly/Chesterfield Observer
Bon Air Elementary School
recently celebrated the 100th day
of school. During the celebration,
Principal Bruce Tetlow (right) and
other school staff dressed in turn-
of-the-century clothing or changed
their appearance so they looked
100 years old.
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