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Crime Solvers provides a way to 
give information anonymously to the 

police so crimes can be solved.

Rewards for information are paid for 
through donations to Crime Solvers, Inc., 

not with tax dollars.

If you need more information, contact 
Chesterfield/Colonial Heights 

Crime Solvers at (804) 748-1278

Tip Line: (804) 748-0660
www.crimesolvers.net

Please support 
your local 
Crime Solvers 
organization.

SPORTS

By Lynn Warren
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

 The embezzlement conviction of former 
Chalkley Athletic Association (CAA) Presi-
dent Brenda Osby last month is only a small 
consolation for its new president, board of 
directors, parents and the 300 young athletes 
served by the association. Osby, who will 
remain in jail pending her sentencing in June, 
pled guilty to all charges but did not account 
for over $45,000 that was missing from CAA 
coffers, said Douglas Dunlap, CAA’s vice 
president. At the end of her trial, Osby turned 
over only $2,000 to her lawyer, which will be 
held in escrow for the CAA until her sentenc-
ing.  
 With Osby’s conviction, the association is 
now struggling to regroup and rebuild.
 The monetary hardships imposed on the 
CAA by the disappearance of thousands of 
dollars are monumental. Equipment, uniforms, 
trophies and awards, insurance, supplies and 
league fees for football, basketball, cheering, 
softball and baseball teams amount to more 
than $57,000 in this year’s CAA budget. 
In addition, the CAA must fi nd approxi-
mately $13,000, a portion of the lost funds, 
to cover league fees that were not paid for 
2006. 
 “We had hoped Chesterfi eld Parks and 
Recreation would make some concession on 
last year’s fees, but they have not,” Dunlap 
continued.
 “Our biggest need is money to get back 
on our feet and to pay last year’s costs. We 
are able to make enough to get us through a 

season and then move onto the next, but we 
are also trying to make up for last year’s fees
that were not paid and we have no reserves” 
continued Dunlap.
 Nickie Thornton, in charge of fundraising
for the CAA, is equally frustrated. After last
year’s events, “it’s like pulling teeth to get 
kids to join and getting the parents to help out 
fi nancially,” said Thornton. 
 Thornton is typical of the new CAA. She is 
almost a new member herself and has taken
over a large responsibility in only her second 
year in the association. 
 “We were so surprised about what we found 
out, it was amazing,” she said.
 Her fundraising strategy is to make it as easy
as possible for the kids and the parents with 
simple raffl es, discount coupons, McDonald’s 
McFun books and anything that does not 
involve extensive selling. 
 But it is diffi cult for her to forget the Osby 
tragedy. 
 “As parents we try to do whatever we can 
to keep our kids off the streets by getting them 
involved in activities and then someone comes 
along and takes the money away from them.”
 But it is the general stigma of the miss-
ing funds and some doubt as to who was 
responsible that has really hindered the 
rebuilding of the association, Dunlap feels.
After she was arrested and charged, Osby,
whose grandchildren played in the associa-
tion, continued to attend games and functions
“acting as if nothing had happened and she 
had done nothing wrong,” said Dunlap. Osby,

Starting over
Association rebuilds after embezzlement

The Miracle League (above) recently 
broke ground on a new ball fi eld for 
children with physical handicaps at the 
L.C. Bird High School Sports Complex. 
Mike Golden, director of Chesterfi eld 
Parks and Recreation Department, 
Karen Pusey, Miracle League executive 
director, and Bermuda District Supervi-
sor Dickie King attended the ground-
breaking. Millwood School (left) also 
recently dedicated a new baseball fi eld. 
S.V. Camp III threw out the fi rst cer-
emonial pitch. (Photos by Page Dowdy)
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