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2} “My children who are [ages] nine, five and
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two witnessed this crime and are
traumatized from [it]. Please help
mein any way you can.”
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Victim ingjustice needspublic’'shelp

Dear Editor,

On Monday, Apr. 30 at 8:31 p.m., my hus-
band, 65-year-old mother, and afamily friend
were assaulted by 10-15 African-American
ma esand females and one Caucasian maeon
Goolsby Avenue at the entrance of Heritage
Point Apartments. Some of them were under-
age, and some were not. The Chesterfield
County police officer [who wrote up the
report] is not confident that an arrest will be
made.

My mother sustained injuries to her face,

ribs, arms and
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back. My husband
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was taken to the
ER where he was
placed in a critical
care unit [but he
has since been released]. He was knocked
unconscious, and the individuals continued
to beat him with bricks and stomped on his
head and back. They [also] broke a bottle on
hishead, and heis still unableto walk or stand
for long periods of time.

Thefamily friend wasknocked unconscious
and thrown into the ditch and was bitten sev-
eral timeson hisback aswell ashitin the head
with an unknown object. During the assault
there were severa people watching, and no
one[intervened].

I made a 911 cdl from my cell phone at
8:31 p.m., and an officer responded at ap-

roximately 8:35 p.m. My children who are
ages] nine, five and two witnessed this crime
and are traumatized from [it]. Please help me

in any way you can.
Name Withheld

Anyone who has information about this crime
staould contact Crime Solvers at 748-0660.
Editor

New development should
pay for roads, schools

Dear Editor,

Having just read this article in the May 9
edition | was totdly shocked. All aong the
county supervisors are talking about this

specid taxing district for the new develop-
ments in the Upper Swift Creek Plan. Lo and
behold, it now includes areas that are aready
fully developed and not even in the drainage
areafor thereservoir.

| am aresident of Deer Run and want to
know how come | am going to be required
to pay 10-15 [cents] higher taxes for an
area | have nothing to do with? My housing
area is fully developed, and | am currently
paying my share of taxes to pay for what is
required to support my area. Why should
| now have to pay for the new areas with
higher taxes? Are the supervisors too afraid
of the builders to make them and the new
residents of these higher priced homes pay
for their subdivisons? Why can’t the build-
ers be required to build the schooals, roads
and other infrastructure required to support
their high priced buildings and develop-
ments?

Why the rush to approve this plan before
the next election? Is someone afraid the new
supervisors might disapprove of this taxing
area? Afraid it might become an election
issue? Be wary of this issue as | call upon
all county residents to follow this with great
fear. If this area can be required to pay this
new tax without a discusson and proper
representation, it could happen anywhere in
the county. Could your house and develop-
ment be next? When were the residents
of these developments going to get their

say s0? Certainly not before the May 23
vote by the Board of Supervisors.

Jerry Frawley

Deer Run

Dear Editor,

| have a sdfish suggestion regarding the
proposed tax increase for specific areas of
Chesterfield: tax credit for homeowners [age]
70 plus, additional credit for military service
and more for those of us who served during
time of armed conflict.

Looking at the map in the Chesterfield Ob-
sarver [May 9], it appears that the proposed
new roads are absent in Woodlake and Bran-
dermill — the very areas that will be subject
to the tax increase. How do the politicians

Broadcast mediaare AWOL

The perception is that locad media are
watching out for the citizens when loca
government meets, monitoring what elected
and appointed officidsdo and say. That might
be true in other

MEDIA WATCH

counties, but it's
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not true in Ches-
terfield. And our
county has more
population than any other locality in central
Virginia so you'd expect more attention on
Chesterfield.

It's hard to report on Chesterfield County
if you don't have a reporter at meetings of
the Board of Supervisors, School Board and
Planning Commission meetings. You can't
understand Chesterfield issues and the county
process if you are AWOL: Absent WithOut
Learning.

There are dozens of radio stations in the
Richmond metro, but none of them attend
these meetings. Period. Perhaps five percent
of the time one reporter from one of thetelevi-
son dations is present. Maybe. In fact, some
citizens have been asked to cal TV reporters
to tell them what goes on at these meetings

since the citizens, and not the reporters, are
present.

Staff members of four different TV stations
have acknowledged to us that they keep files
of our newsreportsso their reportersknow the
issues. (No, we don't keep files on their sto-
ries.) Thanksfor the compliment TV tations,
but knowledgeable reporters know the issues
firsthand and don’t use other media reports as
background material.

Some time ago, we began delaying our lat-
est online issue by two days because WWBT
(Channel 12) kept using us as a news source
— Ed Barber sues the county for medical cov-
erage; Cosby High School builder is sued by
neighbors; and keeping chickens in the yard
of a River Ridge home to name a few. If the
number one TV news station doesit, what can
be expected of the other gtations?

Imagine, TV dations, with al ther re-
sources and staff, taking storiesfrom aweekly
newspaper? That's just one reason we believe
that TV and other daily media here have been
under-serving the Richmond market for some
time.

A sory told to us by one former county

justify this? Will this increase apply to any of
them?

In the interest of the democratic
process why not let those being affected

>

[piyLdf million dollarsfor aconsultation fee?
SHAME.

Henry Manger

Brander mill

L oupassi victory
overcomeslocal party

Dear Editor,

Congratulations are due to Manoli Lou-
pass for his sdection as the Republican
candidate for the 68th District House of
Delegates sedt. In gaining 75 percent of the
vote, he overcame the transparent, but failed
attempt, by party leadership to suppress
regular Republican [voters] by splitting
this election off from the regular Republican
primary.

His election shows that at least some
Virginians will make the extra effort and put
up with extra inconvenience to make their
voices heard. The people of the 68th Didtrict
(part Chesterfield and part Richmond City)
are aso to be congratulated for making this
effort and standing up for the democracy they
believe in. Lest anyone think the city voters
overwhelmed the wishes of the county resi-
dents, Mr. Loupass received approximately
60 percent of the Chesterfield votein attaining
hisvictory.

Larry Miller
Chegterfield

Letters to the editor can be emailed to
|etter s@chesterfieldobserver.com, mailed to
PO. Box 1616, Midlothian, VA 23113, or
faxed to 744-3269. Lettersshouldincludethe
writer’s phone number and home address,
but neither will be printed. All letters may
be edited for clarity or space. For complete
guidelines, vist www.chesterfieldobserver.
com and click on “letters policy.”

officia illustrates that point. About 15 years
ago, he went outside the meeting room during
a break and found a WWBT reporter in tears
because she was supposed to do alive report
about the planning commission meeting but
didn't understand what was going on. He
sat down with her and helped her write the
story, and she was able to do the live report as
scheduled. She has since gone on to network
televison, and you can occasiondly see
Campbell Brown sitting in to anchor “The
Nightly News.”

Reporting the news in Chesterfield isn't
hard unless you're AWOL. Yes, the meet-
ings are often long and sometimes tedious,
but no one ever said reporting the news
was easy. Attending those meetings leads to
understanding and better reporting of Chester-
field news.
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* Shoney’s at Bermuda Square Shopping Center »
John Tyler Community College at 13101 Jeff Davis
Hwy.  Chesterfield County Administration Building
* Chesterfield County Airport  Robious Sports

at 10800 Center View Dr. « CVS at Breckenridge
Shopping Center in Chester « Flagstaff Car Wash

at 11031 Ironbridge Rd. « Aunt Sarah’s at 6737
Southshore Dr. « La Siesta Mexican Rest. at 9900
Midlothian Tpke ¢« Uno Chicago Bar & Grill at 12211
Jeff Davis & Deer Run Village Shopping Center

* Camill€'s a 2612 Perdue Springs Rd. « IHOP at
Bermuda Crossings Shopping Center ¢ Iron Bridge
Medical Park at 11601 Iron Bridge Pkwy ¢ Chick-fil-
A, Chattanooga Plaza on Route 360 & Rt. 10 Chester
* Midlothian and Chester YMCAs at 737 Coalfield
Road and 3011 West Hundred Rd. ¢ Chester Perk at
11884 Chester Village Dr. » Brandermill Woods at
14311 Brandermill Woods Tr. « Brickhouse Diner

at 13520 Midlothian Tpke. sMidlothian Apothecary
at 13502 Midlothian Tpke. « Burger King at 4000
River Rd. « People’'s Bank at 14441 Sommerville
Ct. » Napier Redtors ERA at 14361 Sommerville
Ct. » Long & Foster kiosk at Chesterfield Towne
Center « Post Offices - Ampthill, Bon Air, Chester,
Chesterfield, Genito & Midlothian « Chesterfield
Libraries- Bon Air, Central, Chester, Clover Hill,
LaPrade, Matoaca, Meadowdale & Midlothian « San
Francisco Bread Co., 2077 Wal-Mart Way ¢ Beef ‘O’
Brady’s, 13606 Hull Street Road.




