
Chesterfield Observer - Aug. 8, 2007 - page 8

June when Martin wrote a letter to friends 
and supporters saying that three majors and 
several captains and lieutenants had left the 
department “in recent years over concerns for 
the kinds of things they were being exposed 
to and asked to do…Other things are of such 
a nature, I would prefer they never make the 
news.” 
 In the letter Martin endorsed Republican 
Garland Stafford for sheriff. Stafford had 
previously retired from the department as a 
major. 
 “Some of the things I’ve heard I have 
learned are true, some are not and some are 
not determinable,” said Martin.
 Prior to the primary, most elected Ches-
terfi eld offi cials endorsed Proffi tt, including 
Davenport, Lt. Col. Jim Bourque (retired 
from the county police department), four 
county supervisors and two School Board 
members. Ten sheriffs from surrounding 
jurisdictions in the Richmond metro – some 
of them Democrats – also endorsed Proffi tt. 
Republican Proffi tt won the primary and is 
running against Democrat Anthony “Perry” 
DeMay and Independents Kendrick A. Hall 
and Steven A. Neal this November. 
 When former Sheriff Clarence G. Williams 
Jr. retired earlier this year, he tapped Proffi tt 
to serve as interim sheriff until the November 
election. The appointment gives Proffi tt an 
advantage in the election since he’ll be the 
incumbent. 
 Shortly after Proffi tt’s swearing-in cer-
emony, Martin called for a special election 
– a request which was ultimately denied by a 
Chesterfi eld Circuit Court judge. 
 Martin says 17 persons from the Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, the Chesterfi eld Police Department 
and the business community have contacted 
him to express concerns about activities that 
took place under Williams’ and Proffi tt’s 
leadership. 
 “It’s not appropriate for me to detail those 
conversations,” said Martin. “I can’t be the 
source of any accusations because I don’t 
have any fi rsthand knowledge.”
 Proffi tt countered, “If you’re part of the 
government and hear something wrong, you 
should report it. It should have been taken 
to the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Offi ce. 
Senator Martin’s letter has demoralized the 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.”
 In response to Martin’s June letter, Proffi tt 
sent a certifi ed letter to Martin dated July 18 
“requesting a meeting” with Martin and seek-
ing a response for a meeting date by July 31. 
Proffi tt’s letter copied fi ve state legislators, 
Davenport, Williams, Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Kelly Miller and was also supplied 
to some members of the media including this 
newspaper. 
 Martin didn’t respond by the letter deadline 
and said he doesn’t intend to meet with Prof-
fi tt. “It’s odd that he would send out a letter to 
the press on a subject that could be a potential 
problem,” replied Martin.
 “If Dennis or I thought we had something to 
hide, we certainly wouldn’t be sending Martin 

a letter and copying the Commonwealth’s At-
torney,” replied Williams. “And we wouldn’t
send it to the media. Steve needs to stop 
spreading rumors that hurt the Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce.”
 Williams acknowledged that in February 
of 2002 Deputy David Hix and several jail 
inmates performed work at the home of “a 
distant relative” following a winter storm.
The relative was a participant in the Seniors in 
Touch program, which provides assistance to 
about 20 elderly persons in the county follow-
ing bad weather. Williams said the relative was
housebound because of her age and health.  
 “I told [the deputy] to remove the trees from 
her driveway, but he took it upon himself to 
do more,” explained Williams. That included 
shoveling the sidewalk, putting down salt 
and hauling away some downed shrubbery. 
Hix has worked for the Sheriff’s Offi ce
twice, but is currently employed in the private 
sector.
 Martin declined to provide any names and 
phone numbers of the 17 persons he had talked 
with, but said he would ask some of them to 
contact this newspaper. 
 The only person who responded was Fred 
Pennington, a former deputy, who said he and 
several inmates performed some work at Ep-
pington Plantation about eight years ago that 
he believes was improper. The 44-acre planta-
tion with a Thomas Jefferson connection will 
one day become a county park.
 Pennington is unsure how anyone might 
have benefi ted from the work at Eppington.
The grounds there are maintained by both 
Sheriff’s Offi ce crews and the Chesterfi eld’s 
Parks and Recreation Department.
 “I don’t know how anyone could have 
benefi ted,” said Mike Golden, direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation. He has 
headed Parks and Recreation for the past 14 
years. 
 Pennington is also unhappy that Williams
and Proffi tt brought people into the Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, leapfrogging personnel who were 
climbing the ladder within the department.
That complaint was also voiced by others
prior to Proffi tt’s victory in the Republican
primary last June. 
 Years ago, Proffi tt had worked for Williams
while both were in the Chesterfi eld Police 
Department, and in 1996, Williams recruited 
him to join the Sheriff’s Offi ce. Proffi tt was a 
captain in the police department and became a 
captain in the Sheriff’s Offi ce.
 None of the other persons Martin said had 
contacted him called this newspaper to tell 
their stories.
 “We went public because Dennis [Proffi tt] 
had to address the rumors and innuendos be-
ing spread by Martin,” said Susan Craven, a 
political consultant in Proffi tt’s campaign to be 
an elected sheriff. “The rumors and innuendos 
need to stop.” 
 Miller, who was copied on Proffi tt’s letter,
said he doesn’t know much about the matter.
“Anyway, I stay out of the press on intra-party
matters,” the Republican supervisor said.
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 Registration is currently underway for the 
region’s fi rst Miracle League, which brings 
the game of baseball to children disabilities. 
The league is open to children ages 3-21 with 
physical and mental disabilities that might 
cause them to be excluded – intentionally 
or not – from conventional youth baseball 
leagues.  
 Games begin on Sept. 15 and continue on 
Saturdays through Oct. 13 on the new Miracle 
League fi eld, located at the L.C. Bird High 
School Sports Complex, 10301 Courthouse 
Rd. Players are asked to make a $35 donation 

to the organization. 
 The Miracle League’s custom-designed
fi eld is made from cushioned synthetic turf
that allows children in wheelchairs and walk-
ers to glide unrestricted to their positions
without fear of injury. Players are assisted by
volunteer buddies. 
 To learn more about fall registration or
volunteer opportunities, please contact Greg
Curtis, 279-0521, or Mike Loving, 639-9587. 
Visit www.miracleleagueofrichmond.com for
more information on the Miracle League of
Richmond Chapter. 

Sign up to play on region’s
fi rst Miracle League fi eld

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

 A FORCE FOR THE FUTURE
The Chesterfield County Police Department has

40 immediate openings for police officers
 or pre-certified/lateral officers.

Develop your law enforcement career in a professional and 
progressive police agency that offers a wide variety of law 

enforcement career opportunities and deploys a wide array of 
technology to assist you in your job. 

* K-9 Officer
*  Vice and Narcotics Detective
* School Resource Officer
* Economic Crime Detective
* S.W.A.T.  Team
* Marine Patrol

* Aviation Officer
* Anti-Crime Unit Detective
* Crime Prevention Officer
* Juvenile Crime Detective
* Hostage Negotiator
* Street Drug Enforcement

SWORN CAREER OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE:

* Career Development
* Uniforms Provided
* Take-Home Vehicle Program

* Health and Dental
* Tuition Reimbursement
* Virginia State Retirement System

COMPETITIVE SALARY AND BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Apply online at:
careers.chesterfield.gov

Providing a FIRST CHOICE community
through excellence in public service. 

For more information, contact Police Human Resources at 
(804) 748-1547 or e-mail policerecruit@chesterfield.gov

Studies show that reading keeps the 
mind sharp. Give your brain a boost. 
Pick up the Chesterfi eld Observer 
and expand your mind with a 
world of information.

www.chesterfi eldobserver.com

Exercise Your Brain.
Read The Newspaper.

www.twilcox.com
twilcoxrealtor@msn.com

BIRKDALE - GOLF COURSE/WATER VIEWS  - 8560 Sunningdale Terrace.  One of 
the best lots in Birkdale.  A lot of amenities and upgrades for the price!  Gorgeous 
home with screen porch and oversized deck, outdoor speakers, scalloped fence 
perfect for entertaining.  Open floor plan with 9 ft. ceilings, triple crown molding, 
hardwoods, and French doors throughout.  Master suite with volume ceiling.  All 
Bathrooms have tile.  Upgraded fixtures.  New stainless steel dishwasher, new 
disposal, deep porcelain Kohler sink with pull out faucet.  3rd floor has Berber 
carpet, built in bookshelves & surround sound for media room/office.  

Instant equity!  $369,900 

Call Teresa Wilcox
839-1770


