
www.Chesterfi eldObserver.com
(804) 545-7500

Offi ce Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
P. O. Box 1616, Midlothian, VA 23113
Email: news@chesterfi eldobserver.com

Published: weekly. 
Circulation: 48,365; 39,064 copies mailed. 

©2008 The Observer, Inc.

Advertising Display: (804) 545-7502

Classifi ed Advertising: (804) 545-7506

Publisher & Editor: Greg Pearson 
News Editor: Donna C. Gregory
Creative Director: Samuel Little
Graphic Designer: Shariq Torres
Advertising Director: Carol LaLiberte
Advertising Sales: Julia Torres Barden and Tracy 
Williams
Classifi ed Advertising: Anne Dalton
Accounting: James Grooms
Contributing Writers: Julia Torres Barden, Mark 
Battista, Jennifer Drummond, Richard Foster, Chuck 
Hansen, Marcy Horwitz, Katherine Houstoun, Betsy 
McElfresh, Elli Morris, Susan Nienow, Jerry Reid, 
Sande Snead, Joan Tupponce and Becky Robinette 
Wright
Photographers: Lisa Billings, Ash Daniel, Page Dowdy, 
Elli Morris
Circulation: Brent Armstrong

Pick up locations: McDonalds at 5925 Hopkins 
Rd • Rite Aid Drug at 360 West Shopping 
Center • Shoney’s at Bermuda Square Shopping 
Center • John Tyler Community College at 
13101 Jeff Davis Hwy. • Chesterfi eld County 
Administration Building • Chesterfi eld County 
Airport • Robious Sports at 10800 Center View 
Dr. • CVS at Breckenridge Shopping Center in 
Chester • Flagstaff Car Wash at 11031 Ironbridge 
Rd. • Aunt Sarah’s at 6737 Southshore Dr. • La 
Siesta Mexican Rest. at 9900 Midlothian Tpke. 
• Uno Chicago Bar & Grill at 12211 Jeff Davis 
& Deer Run Village Shopping Center • IHOP 
at Bermuda Crossings Shopping Center • Iron 
Bridge Medical Park at 11601 Iron Bridge Pkwy 
• Chick-fi l-A, Chattanooga Plaza on Route 360 & 
Rt. 10 Chester • Midlothian and Chester YMCAs 
at 737 Coalfi eld Road and 3011 West Hundred 
Rd. • Midlothian Apothecary at 13502 Midlothian 
Tpke. •  Burger King at 4000 River Rd. • People’s 
Bank at 14441 Sommerville Ct. • Napier Realtors 
ERA at 14361 Sommerville Ct. • Long & Foster 
kiosk at Chesterfi eld Towne Center • Post Offi ces 
- Ampthill, Bon Air, Chester, Chesterfi eld, Genito 
& Midlothian • Chesterfi eld Libraries - Bon Air, 
Central, Chester, Clover Hill, LaPrade, Matoaca, 
Meadowdale & Midlothian • Beef ‘O’ Brady’s, 
13606 Hull Street Road • Dunkin’ Donuts, 
4417 W. Hundred Rd. • C & F Bank at 4820 
W. Hundred Rd. •  Brock’s Barbecue at Water 
Tower Shopping Center  • Pleasants Hardware at 
Chesterfi eld Meadows Shopping Center  • Lucy 
Corr Village at 6800 Lucy Corr Blvd. • Tops China 
at Chatanooga Plaza  • Franchesca’s Hair Salon at 
6511 Woodlake Village Pkwy. • Haley Toyota at 
8301 Midlothian Tpke. • Belle Kuisine at Stoney 
Point Shopping Center • Ukrops at Bermuda 
Square & 11361 Midlothian Tpke. & Stoney 
Point Shopping Center   • Kroger at Breckenridge 
Shopping Center & Swift Creek Village  • Food 
Lion at Rt. 10/Beach Rd. • WalMart at Rt. 10/
Chalkley Rd. & Rt. 301

Look Up 
Archives Online

ChesterfieldObserver.com

Chesterfield Observer - May 7, 2008 - page 23

OPINIONS

Dear Editor, 
 Houston, we have a problem. While bil-
lions of people slept, Apollo 13 was on a 
journey that was only on course 2 percent of 
the time. Fortunately, a sharp team of leaders 
in Houston Space Center was able to target 
the problems and develop a unique solution 
for each problem. 
 Folks, Chesterfi eld is off course, and the 
leaders (supervi-
sors) in the control 
tower have lost 
sight of their 
target. The silent 
majority of citi-
zens in Chesterfi eld must step up to the plate 
and voice their concerns. This is a fantastic 
community! The old mantra “tighten your 
belt and sharpen your pencil” will not be 
the total solution if we plan to stand out as a 
21st century community. Another two cents 
decrease in the [property] tax rate in the name 
of helping our citizens is not supported by the 
facts, nor is it helping the community.
 The two groups that have launched Ches-
terfi eld into being selected as one of the top 
100 communities are our strong teaching staff 
and our police offi cers – i.e. education and 
safety. They are now on the chopping block as 
expendable with limited recognition in their 
compensation package. I don’t get it! 
 Another correction must be made if Ches-
terfi eld is to get back on course: the shift of 
running a campaign, which is all about me, to 
running a county, which is all about we.  The 
oath taken as an elected offi cial calls for re-
sponsible cooperation and respect to move us 
in our economy, education, safety and life in 
Chesterfi eld County. I know the people in the 
control room have the potential to accomplish 
this mission. Let’s get down to business!

Jim Schroeder
Chesterfi eld 

Students have seen 
this language before

Dear Editor,
 I am a seventh-grade honor roll student at 
Bailey Bridge Middle School. I have been fol-
lowing the articles about the “mature section” 
in our school library. Up until eighth-grade, 
you must have a parental signature to check 
out one of these books. To the surprise of 
parents and grandparents, we have already 
heard these words spoken in the halls of our 
school, movies [and on] our computers, cell 
phones and magazines sold on store shelves. 
In order for us not to hear such language or 
see explicates is unrealistic. If you want to 
complain about this material, complain to the 
authors, not the school! If my parents do not 
want me to watch rated R movies or read this 
type of material, they either don’t rent them 
or research the books fi rst. It’s called parental 
control. If you don’t want us exposed to lan-
guage or explicit material – homeschool.
 We see and hear it every day whether we 
are watching the news about the war or an-
other school shooting or reading books such 
as “The Color Purple.” To go against one 
book with the “F” word is to go against many 
different things we are exposed to every day. 
At our age we have had many things shown to 
us that our parents are unaware of. My point 

is we are not blind to the world around us, and 
books are just a small portion of what we see 
and hear every day.

Rachel Taylor Robison
Bailey Bridge Middle School

Apr. 23 letter 
called for a response

Dear Editor,
 On rare occasions do I address a specifi c 
letter to the editor. However, in this particular 
instance I fi nd it necessary to do so.
 In an Apr. 23rd letter, the writer provided 
the following comment: “During the past two 
years…I have documented millions of tax-
payer dollars wasted by the county leadership 
team. We now have invoices showing that 
$40,380 was spent at three Richmond clubs 
over the past two years.” Some very salient 
points are necessary regarding this letter. First, 
there is a big disconnect between “millions 
of taxpayer dollars” and “invoices showing 
$40,000…” 
 Second, the current board has been in offi ce 
approximately 100+ days. To attribute the 
spending habits of the prior board over the last 
two years is an inappropriate judgment of the 
performance of the current board. 
 Third, while some of these activities, if 
considered in a vacuum, would appear inap-
propriate, much more than the mere cost of the 
services, events, etc. needs to be considered. 
As noted by the county’s director of public af-
fairs, economic development is a competitive 
marketplace that, at times, requires conversa-
tions to be conducted in a less public forum 
than the eye of a camera lens; and, there are 
benefi ts that such club memberships at golf 
facilities or otherwise afford the county in 
meeting with prospective businesses. While 
there are golf and dining facilities in Ches-
terfi eld County, the best location for such a 
membership, if it is to be funded by taxpayer 
dollars, has to be a judgment based on all of 
the information available. The board “hires” 
the county administrator and can and should 
question such affi liations to ensure the county 
is getting the most “bang for the buck.”
 Fourth, current Virginia law does not 
require even the regularly scheduled meetings 
of an elected body to be videotaped. Virginia 
law only requires that minutes of those meet-
ings be taken and made a part of the public 
record. In the situation cited in the Apr. 23 
letter, minutes were recorded and have been 
available on the county Web site for well over 
two months.
 Finally, as citizens it is important that we 
get beyond the events of the past and engage 
our current board on [its] decisions, not those 
of [its] predecessors. Regarding the meal with 
legislators, supervisors and county staff, let’s 
put it in its proper perspective. $1,400 out of a 
$1.2 billion budget is .00012% of the Chester-
fi eld County budget. Conversely, because of 
the swift action by supervisors who had just 
assumed their leadership positions two weeks 
earlier, not just millions of dollars but tens of 
millions, if not hundreds of millions, were 
saved by delaying action of the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly on Senator Watkins’ impact fee 
bill.
 It is important that we engage our leaders 
on the “important” issues of the day – issues 

of signifi cance and issues over which they 
have had the ability to exercise some control 
or infl uence. Let’s not continue debating the 
2004 Bond Referendum, the location of a 
middle school as part of that referendum, or 
expenditures that occurred two or more years 
ago.
 We cannot move forward while dragging 
the ball and chain of the past along with us.

Bob Herndon
Matoaca District

Tomahawk committee 
did a good job

Dear Editor, 
 As a member of the Tomahawk Creek 
Middle School redistricting committee, I was 
shocked and outraged by the statements [Ma-
toaca School Board member] Omarh Rajah 
made about our committee at a March school 
board meeting. At the request of several com-
mittee members, Mr. Rajah met with us on 
Apr. 15 to discuss his comments. Everyone 
had a chance to speak his/her mind, and we 
heard Mr. Rajah’s point of view. Mr. Rajah 
apologized, saying that he did not mean to of-
fend us. All of us appreciated the opportunity 
for an open dialogue. I truly believe that Mr. 
Rajah has the best intentions for the children 
of this county. And, I also believe he misun-
derstood some of the statements made during 
the committee meetings he attended. I also 
think he was infl uenced by a group of parents 
that were critical of the committee process.
 In reference to the comment, “They didn’t 
want children with single parents from apart-
ments to attend that school,” I was at that 
meeting, and neither I nor any other commit-
tee member with whom I have spoken, heard 
that comment. The committee discussed 
the apartments next to Tomahawk Creek. 
We were questioning whether the number 
of children the county had given us from 
that area was accurate and reliable since the 
number was rather low. One member said that 
some people who live in apartments may be 
transitional since she knew of several families 
who lived in those apartments for a short time 
while their house was under construction. 
Another member said that some single parents 
live in apartments. Was that stereotyping? 
Maybe. Another member said that we did 
not have any data to support either statement, 
and it wasn’t part of our criteria. Did anyone 
say, “I don’t want those children attending the 
school?” Absolutely not. It was an irrelevant 
point and certainly not worth the press it has 
received. There are children of single parents 
and/or students who live in apartments in ev-
ery school in the county. Does anyone really 
believe that a volunteer would specifi cally 
say they didn’t want their children to attend 

Former Midlothian school board member 
disagrees with property tax rate reduction

LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Correction: In the Apr. 30 issue in a story on 
proffers, we misidentifi ed the speaker of the 
House of Delegates. He is Del. Bill Howell. 
We regret our error. Editor

Corrections &
Amplifi cations

see LETTERS, page 27

“Another two cents decrease in the 
[property] tax rate in the name of 
helping our citizens is not supported 
by the facts...”


